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Overview  

 

This book will help librarians to reflect on and improve their teaching to meet the 

contemporary needs of their learners and develop the information and digital skills of 

students. Librarians who teach don’t need reminding of the many definitions that exist 

for information literacy from ALA, ANCIL and CILIP as examples. Equally important in 

current library instruction is the JISC definition of digital literacy: “equipping students 

to live, learn and work in a digital society” (JISC, 2019).  

 

As information literacy instruction does, the contributions in this book transcend subject 

discipline. Rather than prescribing one single ‘best’ way of teaching, the book presents 

a range of pedagogical approaches, giving librarians a menu of options to experiment 

with to suit them, their topic, their institution and its learners. This book has practical 

advice on how to help students learn new skills from library instructional sessions. 

 

 

Structure and Content 

 

With contributions from 22 authors, plus the editors, the book examines library 

pedagogies through many lenses. With this volume of varied contributions, the editors 

divided the book into sections. The chapters are grouped around the themes of 

information literacy, authority and power, and pedagogies that have been influenced 



Breen Reflections on how librarians teach information literacy 

 

  
Journal of Learning Development in Higher Education, Issue 21: September 2021 2 

by specific contexts and environments. As practitioners for whom time is increasingly 

scarce, librarians may find it useful to begin by reading the author profiles to identify 

chapters of most relevance to their own context. The editors have compiled a useful 

handbook that librarians can dip in to regularly to broaden their perspective on 

effective pedagogical approaches to teaching information literacy.  

The book has many well observed anecdotes from classroom experiences. The 

examples serve to highlight the limitations of approaches such as EDIP (Explain, 

Demonstrate, Inquire, Practice) for student learning. Telling students things, and 

giving them the answers, as vividly described in Emma Coonan’s honest recollection 

on her ‘beautifully designed, cut and dried prepared searches ’ (Coonan, 2021, p. 45) 

that she had used in her classes with students is less effective than an engaged 

dialogue with your students about what they need. Emma’s personal pedagogical 

approach of “listening to and working with my class participants showed me that 

exploring a topic from multiple perspectives rather than trying to ‘fix’ it immediately 

could help students better understand the complexities of learning and research” 

(Coonan, 2021, p.56).  As you read this book, take time to consider this: if students 

can interrogate the library catalogue and databases at the end of an instructional 

session with you, have they learnt anything? Are we satisfied with this surface 

learning as described by Wotherspoon (p. 378) or do librarians want students to 

experience deeper and more meaningful learning in library classes? 

The value of reflecting on your teaching is a recurring theme throughout the book. 

Sound pedagogical approaches underpin successful teaching. The chapter authors 

honestly share their experiences and describe an openness to experimentation and 

discovery in their teaching that makes this book a must read for any librarians who 

teach.  

 

 

Final Thoughts 

 

The takeaways for me from the book are that information literacy teaching needs to 

be designed to create learner autonomy. Heather Barker describes how she adjusted 

standard lesson plans to “incorporate activities where choice of search terms and 

resources were left to the learner” (Barker, 2021, p. 19) thereby transferring 

ownership of learning to learners. This approach to teaching and skills building will 
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give students the methods and approaches needed to become confident in their 

ability to find, use and manage information. Librarians need to take a step back from 

their teaching at intervals to reflect on how they teach and what techniques they can 

apply to support student learning. Aston and Walsh have assembled a useful 

reference text for librarians, and I envisage a relevance for the book in our 

professional dialogue, helping libraries to review their current approaches to teaching 

information literacy.  

 

I commend the editors for including this line in their preface and I would hope that this 

practice becomes widespread across new books, encouraging a move towards a 

more open approach to published content: 

“Individual chapters may be copied or scanned for educational purposes, for permission to 

scan/copy more than a chapter or to host a PDF version of this work for educational 

purposes such as a reading list or course pack, please contact the editors”.  
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